Wed., October 4, 2023

WATERFORD FFA ALUMNI MEETING MINUTES

The October alumni meeting was called to order by Vice-President, Tracey Schaal at 6:35pm at the ‘Cotton /Exchange’ restaurant (upper dining hall) in Waterford, WI.

There were 11 alumni members, 6 chapter students & 1 guest present.

Vice-Pres. Schaal welcomed everyone & the ‘Pledge of Allegiance’ we said.

FFA officers gave an update on student news & activities as follows:

1. The first chapter meeting was held on Wed., Sept. 16. It went well & we played games after the meeting.

2. We held a petting zoo at the Rochester ‘Day in the Country’ which was very successful.

3. We did ‘Paint the Town’ on Sat., Sept. 23 for homecoming week. We painted the windows at ‘Creative Spaces’. We had a float in the homecoming parade on Fri., Sept. 29 & won ‘Best of Float’.

4. On Tues., t 3 we went to World Dairy Expo in Madison, WI.

5. On Wed., Oct. 4 we had a new member meeting informational meeting. We will be having to more meetings next week.

6. On Thurs., Oct. 5 the Fall Leadership Workshop will be held at Big Foot High School.

7. On Wed., Oct. 11 we will be having our potluck dinner in the WHS commons area with the meeting to follow. All FFA students, parents & alumni are invited. 

8. On Sat., Oct. 14, 14 students will be attending the FIRE Conference at the Fox Valley Tech. College.

9. Our annual fruit sale forms are here & will be available on Wed., Oct. 11. Forms are due back to Mr. Wicks by Wed., Nov. 8 & delivery will be on Thurs., Dec. 7.

10. On Nov. 1-4 there will be 17 students attending the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, IN. Cindy Kaluzny will be getting her American Degree. We would like to thank the alumni for their financial support.

Mya Mozynski received an alumni SAE grant project money for her beef project in March. She gave a presentation on her project tonight stating the money she received went towards the purchase of a Circuit Tier blower. She said it helped improve with her showing of her steer at the fair & other event & will continue to use in the future for more of her beef project.

Bailey Schaal received an alumni SAE grant project money for her poultry/duck project in April. She gave a presentation on her project tonight stating the money she received went towards the purchase of a brooder. The brooder was used to keep her avian birds safe & protected from disease. She raises birds for the county fair, state fair & other poultry shows around the state.

The secretary’s (Eileen North) report/minutes were sent out to all alumni members prior to tonight’s meeting to read over. A motion was made by Julie Rusk & seconded by Michelle Chart to accept the secretary’s report.

The treasurer’s (Teri Eulgen) report was read as follows by Tracey Schaal: we currently have $30,751.50 in the checking acct., $5,393.37 in the scholarship fund, $5,084.62 in the CD & $20.00 in the Venmo/Pay Pal acct., all of which are at Community State Bank. A motion was made by Michelle Chart & seconded by Kathy Ehrhart to accept the treasurer’s report.

The reporter (Kathy Skorstad) was not present tonight.

The historian (Julie Rusk) had no news tonight.

OLD BUSINESS:

Julie Rusk, meat raffle chairperson, stated that our meat raffle had a good turnout. The weather was great, as well as the live music. We did 5 baskets full of meat for each round of tickets. The last 2 baskets were bigger & were considered the reserve champion & grand champions. The beef & the lamb processing was donated by the Rusk’s but the hog processing still needs to be included in the final financial report, which will be give in November.

NEW BUSINESS:

Our annual bonfire/chili dump will be held this coming Fri. evening, Oct. 6 at 7pm at Greg & Tracey Schaal’s home in North Cape. Please RSVP to Tracey to let her know if you are bringing chili, condiments or a dessert. The alumni will furnish the beverages, dinnerware & condiments. There was a lot of leftover water & soda from ‘Fall Harvest Days’ in Sept. that we will use & donate the rest to the chapter potluck dinner next week.

Our annual fall craft fair will be held on Sat., Nov. 18 from 9am – 3pm at WHS. Chairperson, Joni Beck stated to the secretary that she is still in need of about 20 booths. More information will be given in November.

Nick Beck is chairing our annual Christmas raffle this year. The drawing will be held on Dec. 6 at 7pm. He hopes to have the tickets at the November meeting for early sales. He would like to have a short committee meeting after the alumni meeting tonight.

The alumni usually holds an ‘after’ Christmas party in Jan. each year. The secretary asked members what date they would like to have it on. The consensus was either Jan 6 or 13, 2024 at the ‘Cotton Exchange’ in the ‘Cotton Patch Room’. She will contact Jenna there & see what date is available for the Nov. meeting. Julie Rusk stated that she would like to do the game(s) again.

Kathy Ehrhart asked the alumni if we would like to do an ‘Adopt-a-Family’ again this year through Love, Inc. Members stated that they would. Kathy will contact Love & will let us know about the family & their needs at the Nov. meeting.

Our next meeting will be held on Wed., Nov. 1, 2024 at 6:30pm at the ‘Cotton Exchange” restaurant in Waterford, WI.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Doug Holden & seconded by Nick Beck (7:06pm).

Respectfully submitted, 

Eileen North, Sec.

